The video captures the heart of the Crisfield High School band program in Somerset County,
Maryland, offering an in-depth look at its culture, students, instructional methods, and the dedication
of its director, Heather McHenry. Through compelling visuals and personal testimonials, the video
highlights how the program teaches not just music, but essential life skills such as discipline,
teamwork, self-expression, and personal growth. Under McHenry's leadership, the Crisfield High
School band has become a symbol of perseverance and excellence. The video showcases her
innovative teaching methods and commitment to helping students grow, both musically and
personally. Viewers will see how McHenry creates a supportive environment where students are
encouraged to push their limits, whether they are learning an instrument for the first time or refining
their skills. The video also emphasizes the profound impact of music education beyond the
classroom. Students share how the band has boosted their confidence, given them purpose, and
deepened their appreciation for the arts. Through rehearsals and performances, they learn the value
of hard work, dedication, and collaboration-skills that benefit them academically and personally. The
video highlights the importance of student leadership within the program, as older students mentor
younger musicians, fostering responsibility, teamwork, and personal growth. In addition to individual
growth, the video underscores the band's role in building community pride and cohesion. The
Crisfield High School band serves as a unifying force, bringing together students, families, and
residents through a shared love of music. Whether performing at local events or school functions,
the band represents the resilience and spirit of Crisfield. This overwhelming support from local
businesses, organizations, families, and alumni is reflected in the students’ performances and their
sense of duty to their community. The video ties into the Arts in Our Schools initiative, addressing
the misconception that the arts are not an essential part of the Blueprint for Maryland's Future plan.
In reality, the arts play a critical role in a well-rounded education, providing key benefits like
motivation, academic achievement, and the development of transferable skills. The video
demonstrates how music education fosters personal growth, builds community, and helps students
succeed in all areas of life. By highlighting the transformative power of music, the video aims to

inspire viewers and reinforce the importance of access to the arts for students across the state.



